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Topic:
Endurance

Subject:
How can you serve Christ for the long haul?

Complement:
See your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (MI).

Purpose:
The listeners will endure difficulty with hope while serving Christ.

Introduction: Note that brackets indicate logical flow but won’t be stated directly.

1. [image: image1.emf]Interest: [Right now in ministry it’s the best of times and the worst of times.]

a) [image: image2.emf]I wonder how many joggers we have here?  Raise your hands please.  I respect you all, but I never understood why people jog.

(1) You always end up right where you started—but more tired.

(2) I think most people jog early in the morning because this is before their brain figures out what they’re doing.

(3) I guess there is one advantage, though—you die healthier!

(4) No, seriously, for every mile you jog, you add one minute to your life.  This enables you, at the age of 85, to spend an additional five months in a nursing home at $5000 a month.

b) However, one race we cannot avoid is the Christian race—and for us full-timers, the ministry marathon.  

(1) This makes me think of my friend John.  He took preaching with me in seminary.  He always had perfect sermons—flawless delivery, insightful comments, nice balance between humor and seriousness.

(2) In fact, out of 300 graduating preachers, the school had the four best speakers each preach in chapel the last week of class—and John was one of those four.

(3) Of course, every guy’s wife always came to hear her husband preach on his day.  Do you know what John’s wife told him the morning he was to preach?  Not only was she NOT coming, but she was divorcing him.  The last I heard of John, he was selling tires for a living, a lonely man.  He started his race well, but didn’t finish well.

c) On the other hand, others faithfully run the race for decades.

(1) Dr. Ernie Poulson arrived in Singapore as a missionary on March 17, 1953.  Last March 17 he and his wife were publicly honored for 50 years of service to the country.  They have run their marathon well.

(2) Two well-known runners just finished their race in July: Dr. G. D. James who founded Asia Evangelistic Fellowship and Dr. Bill Bright, founder of CCC.

d) These people have caused me to think more deeply about what makes us succeed in ministry.  Why do some of the even more gifted get disqualified while others—even mundane servants—often press on to the finish line?

2. Need: How about you?  Will you serve Christ for the long haul?  Will you end faithful?

a) Will you be married to your same spouse 20 years from now?

b) Will you be a John or a Dr. Poulson?

c) Will you be faithful or not in your own marathon?

3. Subject: But how can you run the marathon—serve Christ for the long haul?  How can you still be hanging in there faithfully with God after many years?  

4. Background: To know how to serve Christ long-term it’s great to have a good model to follow—like Isaiah.  Isaiah 1:1 says [read] which means that his ministry lasted about 65 years (745-680 BC)!

a) He kept running while many kings entered and left the race.

b) He saw Assyria advance westward to destroy Israel and almost all of Judah.

c) How did he run the marathon so faithfully for so long?

5. Preview: Two texts from Isaiah’s book will give us a couple of training tips on how to faithfully persevere in the Christian life.

6. Transition: The first way to serve faithfully in your marathon for Christ is to…

I.
Realize that running the marathon is not easy (Isa. 6:9-13).

 [Faithfulness in service isn’t free from its challenges!]

A. God called Isaiah to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:9-13).  Turn to chapter 6 please.

1. We’re familiar with verses 1-8 where God called Isaiah to bring His message to Judah (6:1-8).  It ends with, “Who will go for us?”

2. We also know Isaiah’s response: He asked to be sent (6:8)—“Here I am!  Send me!”

3. Many speakers end their sermon here and call for commitment.  But we rarely continue to read God’s Warning: Isaiah’s preaching would be rejected (6:9-10).

a) God told Isaiah that three parts of his listeners’ bodies would be defective: their ears, eyes, and hearts.

b) It’s interesting that Jesus applied this same text to the people of his day.

(If God told you to serve Him in such rejection, you probably would want to know how long it would last.  At least there must be some comfort if you were rejected only for a few weeks or months or years.  Perhaps a temporary rejection was on Isaiah’s mind when he asked in verse 11, “How long, O Lord?”)

4. Yet what was the answer?  God commanded Isaiah to preach in hardship until no one was left to hear (6:11-13).

a) Preach until there are no inhabited cities, no houses and no good farmland.  Why?  Because the people have been forced out of the country.

b) Verse 13 says that even the 10% left will be judged twice.

B. Service for Christ now is not easy either.

1. Persecution awaits the faithful—including some of us at Singapore Bible College.

a) All of you have the daily pressures of academic rigour.

b) Some of you will face extreme difficulty upon getting back to your country.

c) All of us will continue to have to balance family, ministry, and our walk with God—or else we will drop out of the marathon.

2. But where did we get the idea that serving God would be easy?  

a) Just look at Isaiah, Jeremiah, the disciples, and Jesus Himself!

b) Paul said, “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12).
c) Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation.”
(So how can we persevere in the ministry marathon?  One key to faithful endurance in Isaiah 6 is to realize right now that running the marathon for Christ is not easy.  But did you notice that a message of hope concludes the chapter, for even a felled tree still has a stump left?  This leads us to our second key to long-term service…)

II.
Run with your eyes on your future hope (Isa. 11:1-9).

[Make the heart of your priority system your ultimate destination.]

A. God helped Isaiah serve long by helping him see his fantastic future (Isa. 11:1-9).

1. Instead of us having politicians who fail us, after Christ’s return He will rule the world with a Spirit-led, righteous reign (11:1-5).

2. His rule will bring in such peace that even meat-eating animals won’t harm each other or people (11:6-9).

a) Imagine the wolf loving to be near the lamb—they do today, but only until their next meal, which is the lamb!  

b) Imagine the prey and the predator living together.

B. We should know what God says about the future!  Do you know why?  

1. How you live now is based on how you view what is to come.

a) Whether this world is all there is affects your priorities and values.

b) It greatly influences what you spend your time doing—and your money!

2. Also, we have hundreds of verses about our future that are as good as fulfilled now!  

a) Did you know that 27% of the Bible concerned the future when it was written?

b) That’s why Eschatology is a required part of the SBC curriculum!  

3. Unfortunately, we really don’t know our Bibles very well.  That’s why I’m sponsoring “The Bible Basically” seminar in two weeks with Dr. John Fryman.

a) This 8-hour seminar goes through the entire Bible through nearly 1000 beautifully done PowerPoint slides.

b) It covers geography, biblical theology, chronology, and a quick survey of each book of the Bible.

c) My NT Survey students will be attending Monday to Wednesday night, 22-24 March in Room 1-302.  If you are interested in joining us at a cost of only $35, please send me an email at Griffith@sbc.edu.sg.

Conclusion

1. So what’s the point?  Isaiah persevered long-term in difficulty because he could see his fantastic future (Exegetical Idea).

2. It’s the same for us: How can you serve Christ for the long haul?  

3. Endurance comes from seeing your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (Sermon Idea).  

4. Let’s bow.  How do you need to change your view of the present or the future—or both?

a) Are your present expectations defective as you run your spiritual marathon?

(1) Have you somehow been deceived into thinking that your service for Christ shouldn’t cost you anything?  

(2) If you sense that it is time to tell God that you are ready to accept the price He has for you, tell Him now.  

b) Or do you need to better understand the glorious future kingdom that awaits us?

5. Why?  Knowing that our marathon has a glorious goal helps us press on now—pray...
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Marathon Running

Isaiah 6:9-13; 11:1-9

Topic:
Endurance

Subject:
How can you serve Christ for the long haul?

Complement:
See your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (MI).

Purpose:
The listeners will endure difficulty with hope while serving Christ.

Introduction: Note that brackets indicate logical flow but won’t be stated directly.

1. Interest: [Right now in ministry it’s the best of times and the worst of times.]

a) [Many people are flaking out of ministry (Mike Burns).]

(1) Dr. Mike is one of those guys we all envy—photographic memory, graduated first in his class in medical school, married a beautiful woman (who happened to be my sister!), five times he lead a home group on building strong families…

(2) But in the two years since we were last in the states he convinced his new flame to divorce her third husband while he divorced my sister Kathie.  He and his new wife married in February, leaving my sister with the two kids.  The Christian life is not a sprint but a marathon—and he disqualified himself.

(3) What caused this Christian leader to run for himself rather than for God?

b) On the other hand, others faithfully run the race for decades.

(1) Dr. Ernie Poulson arrived in Singapore as a missionary on March 17, 1953.  Last March 17 he and his wife were publicly honored for 50 years of service to the country.  They have run their marathon well.

(2) Two well-known runners just finished their race in July: Dr. G. D. James who founded Asia Evangelistic Fellowship and Dr. Bill Bright, founder of CCC.

c) These people have caused me to think more deeply about what makes us succeed in the Christian life.  Why do some of the even more gifted get disqualified while others—even mundane servants—often press on to the finish line?

2. Need: How about you?  Will you serve Christ for the long haul?  Will you end faithful?

a) Are you committed to be married to your same spouse 20 years from now?

b) Will you be a Dr. Mike or a Dr. Poulson?

c) Will you be faithful or not in your own marathon?

3. Subject: But how can you run the marathon—serve Christ for the long haul?  How can you still be hanging in there faithfully with God after many years?  This questionis addressed in the outline in your bulletin.

4. Background: To know how to serve Christ long-term it’s great to have a good model to follow—like Isaiah.  Isaiah 1:1 says [read] which means that his ministry lasted about 65 years (745-680 BC; LaSor, OTS, 454)!

a) He kept running while many kings entered and left the race.

b) He saw Assyria advance westward to destroy Israel and almost all of Judah.

c) How did he run the marathon so faithfully for so long?

5. Preview: Two texts from Isaiah’s book will give us a couple of training tips on how to faithfully persevere in the Christian life.

6. Transition: The first way to serve faithfully in your marathon for Christ is to…

I.
Realize that running the marathon is not easy (Isa. 6:9-13).

 [Faithfulness in service isn’t free from its challenges!]

A. God called Isaiah to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:9-13).  Turn to chapter 6 please.

1. We’re familiar with verses 1-8 where God called Isaiah to bring His message to Judah (6:1-8).  It ends with, “Who will go for us?”

2. We also know Isaiah’s response: He asked to be sent (6:8)—“Here I am!  Send me!”

3. Many speakers end their sermon here and call for commitment.  But we rarely continue to read God’s Warning: Isaiah’s preaching would be rejected (6:9-10).

a) God told Isaiah that three parts of his listeners’ bodies would be defective: their ears, eyes, and hearts.

b) It’s interesting that Jesus applied this same text to the people of his day.

(If God told you to serve Him in such rejection, you probably would want to know how long it would last.  At least there must be some comfort if you were rejected only for a few weeks or months or years.  Perhaps a temporary rejection was on Isaiah’s mind when he asked in verse 11, “How long, O Lord?”)

4. Yet what was the answer?  God commanded Isaiah to preach in hardship until no one was left to hear (6:11-13).

a) Preach until there are no inhabited cities or houses and no good farmland because the people have been forced out of the country.

b) Verse 13 says that even the 10% left will be judged twice.

B. This reminds me of Hebrews 11, which records not heroes of faith but heroes of endurance!

1. Each didn’t show faith in an abstract way but practically to overcome huge challenges.

2. Jewish tradition says that the one sawn into two in Hebrews 11:37 was Isaiah himself.

C. Those who signed the Declaration of Independence knew that difficulty faced them all.

1. Has anyone here seen Al-Queda publish public copies of a document in which all their leaders sign their names?  No—it doesn’t exist!  This would invite personal ruin.

2. But by separating from the greatest power of the day, the US founding fathers willingly and publicly signed up for persecution, poverty, and death.  These 54 signers knew they were signing their own death warrant

3. What’s my point?  They knew that serving America had a price tag.  Others also paid a huge cost—like Susan’s Dad Kurt who, as a B-17 pilot was shot down over Germany and spent 13 months in a concentration camp until being delivered by General Patton.

D. Service for Christ now is not easy either.

1. Persecution awaits the faithful—like my students at Singapore Bible College.

a) Some of my students are Vietnamese.  In the past few months, the communist regime in Vietnam have tortured, killed, and imprisoned many believers.  Last December Vietnamese authorities poured boiling water down the throats of believers who insisted on persevering in their faith.

b) In fact, of the 412 Hmong churches in the Central Highlands, only 58 are left after last November’s persecution.

c) It’s easy to look at places where Christians are killed and say, “Persecution happens there because of the government.”  I always thought that until discovering a perplexing verse.  The verse is 2 Timothy 3:12, which says “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

(1) Now if that’s true (and we believe it is), then those of us who are not persecuted perhaps are only thinking that we are living a godly life.

(2) Persecution for us is often redefined as “inconvenienced,” but this verse doesn’t say “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be inconvenienced.”  It means when we are serious about Christ, we suffer—maybe not as much as Isaiah, but we still pay a price to serve Christ.

(3) I wonder if paying some price to serve is actually one of the things that keeps us in the marathon long-term.

2. Time demands also might be one of the ways we bear His name. 

a) Singapore is a beautiful, modern country—but it still has its multiethnic challenges.

b) I noticed recently that Susan and I are involved in six key ministries.  Since each one is a three-letter acronym, I call it ministry alphabet soup:

(1) CBI refers to our responsibilities with CBInternational, our mission.

(2) SBC is the key ministry of teaching 500 leaders from around Asia that come to Singapore for training.

(3) ICS is the K-12 school we helped start where Susan is now librarian.

(4) BEE enables us to travel to restricted countries to train pastors.

(5) IBC is the church where we teach, sing, and play drums and piano.

(6) IBS is our newest venture where my OT Survey course will train pastors in difficult areas via the internet or CD.

c) Now don’t get me wrong—I’m not saying that it is alright to get so involved in ministry that you neglect your health, family, etc.  Actually, your family is your primary ministry!  I’m only saying that often we expect the Christian life to be easy—no struggles with time demands, no difficulties with ministry, etc.

3. Where did we ever get the idea that serving God would be easy?  

a) Just look at Isaiah, Jeremiah, the disciples, and Jesus Himself!

b) Paul said, “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”
c) Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation.”

(So we have been addressing the question of how to endure in serving Christ.  One key to faithful endurance in Isaiah 6 is to realize right now that running the marathon for Christ is not easy.  But did you notice that a message of hope concludes the chapter, for even a felled tree still has a stump left?  This leads us to our second key to long-term service…)

II.
Run with your eyes on your future hope (Isa. 11:1-9).

[Make the heart of your priority system your ultimate destination.]

A. God helped Isaiah serve long by helping him see his fantastic future (Isa. 11:1-9).

1. Almost all the prophets wrote some about the future, but Isaiah passed them all—no other man of God in the Bible wrote more on the Messiah’s 1000-year kingdom that God has in store for those who serve Him, even though Isaiah never gave the length of this earthly rule.  So what did Isaiah say?  Please turn to Isaiah 11…

2. Instead of us having politicians who fail us, after Christ’s return He will rule the world with a Spirit-led, righteous reign (11:1-5).

a) Most politicians now rely on their flawed advisors and their own limited wisdom—but Jesus will lead us with the empowerment of the Spirit of God!

b) The world is filled with political leaders whose morality is shameful—but finally the world will be led by One who is completely righteous in every respect!

3. His rule will bring in such peace that even meat-eating animals won’t harm each other or people (11:6-9).

a) Imagine the wolf loving to be near the lamb—they do today, but only until their next meal, which is the lamb!  Imagine the prey and the predator living together.

b) A few years back we found a cobra in our kid’s school kitchen in Singapore.  We didn’t welcome it—and you know why?  We don’t believe this verse is fulfilled yet!  But imagine letting your young child play with cobras—and lions too!

B. Sadly, few of us know what God says about the future—so few of us know what we are enduring difficulty for!

1. Most of us don’t study our future hope because of conflicting views.  In fact, I have taught this doctrine at SBC the past 12 years largely because no one else wants to do it.

2. My son Kurt studied the basics of theology in 10th grade—but the teacher skipped our future hope because “it wasn’t relevant.”  

C. But we should know what God says about the future!  Do you know why?  

1. How you live now is based on how you view what is to come.

a) Whether this world is all there is affects your priorities and values.

b) It greatly influences what you spend your time doing—and your money!

2. Also, we have hundreds of verses about our future that are as good as fulfilled now!  

a) Did you know that 27% of the Bible concerned the future when it was written?

b) Did you also know that there is an amazing correlation between the NT books written to suffering believers and the key NT passages on Christ’s return?

Conclusion

1. So what’s the point?  Isaiah persevered long-term in difficulty because he could see his fantastic future (EI).

2. It’s the same for us: How can you serve Christ for the long haul?  

3. Endurance comes from seeing your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (Main Idea).  

4. Let’s bow for prayer.  How do you need to change your view of the present or the future—or both?

a) Are your present expectations defective as you run your spiritual marathon?

(1) Have you somehow been deceived into thinking that your service for Christ shouldn’t cost you anything?  

(2) If you sense that it is time to tell God that you are ready to accept the price He has for you, tell Him now.  And if you have done this can I ask you to raise your hand to let me know?

b) Or do you need to better understand the glorious future kingdom that awaits us?

(1) Perhaps you may profit from a 4-page study I did on Isaiah’s view of the kingdom?  If so, come up afterwards and I’ll give you or email you a copy.

(2) Maybe you need to read a book on what God says about our future hope or get into a study on this with other believers.

5. Why do these things?  Knowing that our tough marathon has a glorious goal enables us to press on now.

6. Prayer

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Possible Illustrations

a) When George Washington peacefully left his presidency after serving his term, most were astonished that he didn’t seize the army to maintain control.  No, he just quietly retreated to civilian life at Mount Vernon.  He knew he was supposed to serve for four years, and then leave office.  He had faith that the new Constitution was worth following!

2. One great example of faithfulness amidst difficulty and time demands is the “SBC-made” couple, Veronica & Manish.  Veronica is a Chinese Singaporean who married Manish from India.  They served in India faithfully until a few years back Manish was taken to glory in an auto accident.  So what would Veronica do?  Rather than become bitter at God, she brought their two boys back to Singapore and she serves cheerfully at SBC!

While on one hand, many are coming to Christ, at the same time more and more countries are closing to missionaries.  In many of these countries, such as Vietnam, the Arab World, parts of Africa, and China, Christianity is severely restricted.  Within the next few years, 80% of the countries with un-reached peoples will no longer accept missionaries as missionaries.
 

Not only are missions being excluded from country after country, but even in countries where Christianity is legal, access to biblical training is virtually non-existent.  Dictatorships either restrict admission to the resident schools, or the church leaders most in need of the training are unable to move to the city due to family and financial reasons. As more and more countries close to missionaries, it is becoming increasingly difficult for trainers to meet with students for training.  Additionally, the enormous expense involved in trips has led to a somewhat random and irregular training contribution. 

Rather than viewing this as a problem, it is best to view it as a challenge to shift our paradigms and see in this a new method an opportunity for training.  Things must be done differently.  Non-resident missionaries as well as Internet based training systems may enable us to reach far more people than would have been possible had the traditional means of missions been pursued.  These new restrictions may force the church to think of not just new, but possibly better ways of ministering to the nations of the world.

Possible Applications

3. Text

Marathon Running

Isaiah 6:9-13; 11:1-9

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The way that God enabled Isaiah to endure a long ministry was to warn him of difficulty while encouraging him with sure success.

I.
One way that God enabled Isaiah to endure a long ministry was to call him to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:1-13).

A. God’s Call: God called Isaiah to bring His message to Judah (6:1-7).

B. Isaiah’s Response: He volunteered to be sent (6:8).

C. God Clarification: Isaiah’s preaching would be rejected (6:9-10).

D. God’s Command: Isaiah must preach in hardship until no one was left to hear (6:11-13).

II.
One way that God enabled Isaiah to endure a long ministry was to show him Israel’s glorious millennial future (Isa. 11:1-9).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: Right now in ministry it’s the best of times and the worst of times with many flaking out of ministry while others serve faithfully for decades.

2. Need: How about you?  Will you serve Christ for the long haul?  Will you end faithful?

3. Subject: How can you run the marathon—serve Christ for the long haul?

4. Background: To know how to serve Christ long-term it’s best to have a good model to follow.  Isaiah is such a model.  He served faithfully for many years (Isa. 1:1).  

5. Preview: Two texts from Isaiah’s book will give us a couple of handles on how to faithfully persevere in ministry.

6. Transition: The first way to serve faithfully in ministry is found in Isaiah 6…

I.
Realize that running the marathon is not easy (Isa. 6:9-13).

A. God called Isaiah to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:9-13).

B. Hebrews 11 records not heroes of faith but heroes of endurance!

C. Those who signed the Declaration of Independence knew difficulty faced them all too well.

D. Service for Christ is not easy now either.

II.
Run with your eyes on your future hope (Isa. 11:1-9).

A. God helped Isaiah serve long by helping him see his fantastic future (Isa. 11:1-9).

B. Few of us know what God says about the future!

C. But we should know what God says about the future!

Conclusion

1. How can you serve Christ for the long haul?  Endurance comes from seeing your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (MI).

2. How do you need to change your view of the present or the future?

Discussion Questions:

Isaiah 6

ESV Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!" 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for. 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." 9 And he said, "Go, and say to this people: "' Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.' 10 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed." 11 Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the LORD removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled." The holy seed is its stump.

Isaiah 11

ESV Isaiah 11:1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Hebrews 11

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets- 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated- 38 of whom the world was not worthy- wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
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Endurance

Subject:
How can you serve Christ for the long haul?

Complement:
See your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future (Main Idea).

Purpose:
The listeners will endure difficulty with hope while serving Christ.
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Marathon Running

Isaiah 6:9-13; 11:1-9

Introduction

1. Question: Will you be running the Christian race 20 years from now?

2. Issue: How can you run the marathon—serve Christ for the long haul?

I.
Realize that running the marathon is not easy.

A. God called Isaiah to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:9-13).

B. Service for Christ is not easy now either.

II.
Run with your eyes on your future hope.

A. God helped Isaiah serve long by helping him see his fantastic future (Isa. 11:1-9).

B. We should know what God says about the future!

Conclusion

1. How can you serve Christ for the long haul?  

2. Endurance comes from seeing your present difficulties in light of your fantastic future.

3. How do you need to change your view of the present or the future?

(Please see the next page for the bulletin insert)

Please put this into the bulletin (blanks are empty)

Marathon Running

Isaiah 6:9-13; 11:1-9

Introduction

1. Question: Will you be running the Christian race 20 years from now?

2. Issue: How can you run the marathon—________________ Christ for the long haul?

I.
Realize that running the marathon is __________   _____________ .

A. God called Isaiah to a life of rejection and hardship (Isa. 6:9-13).

B. Service for Christ is not easy now either.

II.
Run with your eyes on your ________________   ____________ .

A. God helped Isaiah serve long by helping him see his fantastic future (Isa. 11:1-9).

B. We should know what God says about the future!

Conclusion

1. How can you serve Christ for the long haul?  

2. Endurance comes from seeing your ________________ difficulties in light of your fantastic ________________ .

3. How do you need to change your view of the present or the future?

Biographical Information

Dr. Rick Griffith teaches at Singapore Bible College as one of 31 faculty members who train 461 students from 22 countries and 20 denominations.  This reaches many 10-40 window nations by training their Christian leaders.

Rick also teaches (and recruits others to teach) poor pastors in Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Jordan and some restricted access countries.  He is also preparing his Old Testament and New Testament Survey courses for the Internet Biblical Seminary (www.internetseminary.org).  Dr.Griffith is married to his wife Susan and they have three sons: Kurt (16), Stephen (13), and John (10).  They were members of Christ Chapel from 1987-1990 while Rick pursued his PhD at Dallas Seminary.
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� Stearns, Run with the Vision,  p. 81





